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1 Thessalonians 2:1 -20 

Paul's story illustrates to his readers that he did not become a preacher of the gospel to gain comfort, glory, or wealth. He does not preach according to what people want to hear, but according to the will of God. He is as attached to his flocks as a father to his children. 

He adds a reminder in verse 11 of his exhortation to “walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you….” 


Their missionary parent is proud of this new congregation for exhibiting the same faithfulness in troubled times as the Judean churches that were persecuted by their own countrymen. He wants to return to Thessalonica soon but first there are other battles to be won.

In verse 16 Paul refers to the wrath of God that will ultimately fall on his Jewish countrymen and on all unbelievers. He writes as though this were already under way. Perhaps, like the prophets of the Old Testament, he knew that the wrath was undoubtedly coming and displayed this assurance to his readers in this way. Being a very intelligent individual, Paul may even have already sensed situations that hinted of the coming Jewish rebellion and its hopelessness in the face of the Roman army.
 

